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DESCRIPTION 
Ethical issues in health care represent some of the most pressing issues faced by Canadians. In 
this course, students will learn about the most important bioethical issues across the human life 
span, from conception to death. At what point in development do human beings acquire moral 
status? Is it ethical to select human embryos for desirable features? When patients and physicians 
disagree about treatment, who has the final say? What do we owe the global poor? And can we 
harvest organs for transplantation from the dead? Diverse philosophical approaches to these—
and other—bioethical problems will be considered with an emphasis on the role of moral 
reasoning. Readings and in-class lectures will be supplemented with discussion of real-world 
bioethics cases. The course is recommended for students considering a career in the health 
professions, or those who seek a deeper understanding of contemporary social issues. No prior 
background in philosophy is assumed. 

TEXTS 
Weijer C, Skelton A (eds.). Bioethics in Canada (2nd ed.). Oxford University Press, 2019. 

OBJECTIVES 
The course has three main objectives. First, the course will familiarize students with important 
topics in bioethics across the human lifespan. Second, it will expose them to a variety of 
philosophical approaches to key bioethical problems. Third, it will give students the opportunity 
to apply these differing philosophical approaches to real cases in bioethics.  

REQUIREMENTS 
Your grade for the course will be based on two written case analyses, 4 in-class quizzes and a 
final exam. Each paper is worth 25% of the final grade, each quiz is worth 5% of the final grade 
and the final exam is worth 30% of the final grade.   

1. Case analysis 1
Due date: Wednesday, October 16 
Length: No more than 1250 words 
Format: Write an ethical analysis of an assigned contemporary ethics case, drawing on course 
readings. 
Value: 25% of final grade 



Submission instructions: Please submit BOTH a digital copy to the OWL website AND a 
hardcopy in class. There is a late penalty of 5% per day. 
 
2. Case analysis 2 
Due date: Monday, November 25 
Length: No more than 1250 words 
Format: Write an ethical analysis of an assigned contemporary ethics case, drawing on course 
readings. 
Value: 25% of final grade 
Submission instructions: Please submit BOTH a digital copy to the OWL website AND a 
hardcopy in your tutorial. There is a late penalty of 5% per day. 
 
3. In-class quizzes 
When: Wednesday, September 25, October 9, October 23, November 13  
Value: 20% of final grade (5% for each quiz) 
Format: Quizzes are based on both the lectures and readings. You will be asked, for example, to 
define a term, to outline an argument, or to detail an objection to an argument. 
Missed quizzes: If you miss a quiz you cannot write it at a later date. If an academic 
consideration is rece



http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf. 
SELF- REPORTED ABSENCE FORM 



http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class hours) 
or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends. 


